Excerpts From The Personal Journal of Speaks With Wind

Rose Moon ~ o daq

] escorted Dawn leowcr to one of the markets in the outer Ci’tﬁ ’coclag. SEC was appa“e& at the

conditions in some of the clwc”ings we Passed and Began muttering about "doing something to

l’lslp”. ] wisc]g kept silent on the matter.

] dICI mai(e some PU)‘C!"IaSCS O]C rare ngStOﬂ@S and !"ICI‘}DS ]COI‘ some enchantments. ] BISO managed

to order a beaded belt from a clothier while Dawn Flower was otherwise occuPied‘
When | returncc{, | began the ensorcelments on my Medicine Bundle.

Rose Moon ~ 14 daq
] Pickcd up the belt todag, and bcgan the enchantments ] had P!anncd. When Finishcc{, Dawn

]:]OWCF shoulc! no longer bC burclencc} ]39 carrging }WCT armor ancl wcapons

Kosc Moon — 1 9t'1 daq
Todag was Dawn [Tlower's i7th bir’c}wc}ay. Amazinglg, she had not realized it. ] arranged for a

Privatc dinner and gave her the belt, which was very well received. She told me that my skills have
gi]ct~giving have imProved raclica“g.

Shc still hasn't Forgottcn about the Frog’.

Rosc Moon — 2.7th daq
Latc cvcning, my cluartcrs at the agency

Ogicia] ]mpcrial Partics are unusual affairs. Ccrtainlg thsg are different from what celebrations
back home are like. T here we will have gooc} food, drink, music, dancing and storg’ce“ing ]mpcrial
celebrations have the same, but theg include convoluted conspiracies, assassination attempts

and murder.
[f this is civiiization, | Prmcer barbarism.
C]rognar, Caglx, Tesh, and ] arrived at the Partg, escorted bg Senator Be]arius‘ The

Senator had told us that that there were three consuls. Onc is very much against the agency,
while another one is an ardent supporter. The third, Consul (Galerius was Fairlg neutral,

1 He gave her a frog on her fourth birthday.

] believe saving one's life counts a

s making a favorable imprcssionk



a]though he did support the initial formation of the agency. Comsul Galerius would be the onlﬂ

one in attendance at the Partg and we were to make as favorable imPression on him as Possible.

| was introduced to (Consul (Galerius by ]nsPcctor (General Antonius Montanos. | he consul
and ] exchangecl Pleasantries and bri@qg discussed my Proposcd trade mission. Grognar sPoke
to the consul and managec{ to get the consul to endorse the trade mission. ]n addition, Grognar
manage to get Master Armorer Darven (Qakenshield, a dwarf, to Participatc in it Grognar
showed an uncanny c!iplomatic skill - ] didn't think he had it in him.

There were some unusual individuals at the party. One "gentlemcn" named Farmer Jonas
brought a Pig to the party. Or Perlﬂaps thcg invited the Pig, and he }Droug}ﬁt the farmer; ccrtain]g
the Pig aPPeared to be smarter of the two. Grognar manage& to get the farmer to give him
directions to his farm. ]t was clear to me that Grognar Plans to have Scratch Pici( up the

occasional snack at I:armerjonas’s CXPCﬂSC.

T here were also nine senators attenc]ing the celebration. | met a coup]e onunior senators as
well as the Senator of the Army and the SCnator of Emigration. ] made sure to Praise
Lieuteﬂant Braclclock to Senator of the Armg. Mg attcmPts were uscless. While the Senator
was well clisposecl towards the | jeutenant, the Senator did not survive the night.

A}C’cer about a candlemark, one of the guests near the Consul drew a knife and shouted ”Death
to tgrants“or somcthing to that effect. Bemcorc he could attack anyone, he was triPPecl bg the
lnspcctor (General. The ]nspcctor (General and lnquisitor Falin then disarmed him and
restrained him. Tl‘ieg then took him out of the room for questioning. | _ater we found out that the

would-be assassin is named Oswald.

The party resumed but slﬂortlg thereafter Grognar sPotted a servant tampering with one of the
torches. B@Core he could warn anyone, several of the torches speweci out a thick smoke. ]
recognizecl it as a short-term alchemical agent that induces confusion and hallucinations in those

who breathe it.

While all of the sPecial agents were in the area of effect of the smoke, none of us was affected
}33 it. We” over half of the guests, however, aPPeared to succumb to the drug and began acting

erratica”g.

]mmediately after the smoke burst from the tOFCI’lCS, four of the servants tossed off their cloaks,

revealing tunics embroidered with the symbol of Drachnar. Theg cach wielded a Pair of claggers



and contained flasks to their chests. We found out later that the flasks contained alchemical

fire.

Two of the assassins were next to Consul Ga]erius, one was near SCnator Belarius and the

fourth was the one sPottecl 133 Grognar. ] was the first to react. ] shouted to Caylx (who was

nearest to the (Consul) to "protect the (Consul® and then | charged the assassin near to our own
P g

patron. | struck the assassin a grievous blow? with my greatsword, but he shrugged it off as if it

were a mere scratch.

The two Fraetorian Guards next to the the Consul attcmpted to defend him. One was
clearheaded but his blows failed to land. T he other appcared to be befuddled bg the smoke but
vicious in attacking the assassin near to him. W}'xi]e | have my issues with Caglx, | must admit that
he acquittecl himself suPerHy‘ He moved to the north of the Consu] and stunned the two

assassins with an enchantment of colored liglﬂtsﬁ.

Senator Pelarius showed that he was a quite skilled skald. DesPite my warnings to run, he
moved to engage the assassin ] was battling, while simultaneous]y begirming a song that l felt was
inherentlg magical ~just l’lcaring it sl’rarpeﬂec{ my aim and strengtlﬂenecl my blows. He is much

more talented than Sizz]ezap was”.

| struck the assassin next to me another strong blow” while he stabbed Senator Belarius with
his daggeré. E_nraged by this, ] cut off the head of my foe with my next strike”. e fell to the
ground, breaking the flasks on his chest and splashing the Senator and myse]mc with alchemical

fire®, but those were on]g minor wounds.

] saw that between Caglx, Tesh and Grognar, with some notable aid from | jeutenant
Braclc{ock, the other three assassins had been felled. ] asked the 5enator to fetch Dawn
F]ower, as it was clear we needed a healer. Two 5enators were dead, incluc]ing the Scnator of

the ArmyJ but overall ] count it as a great victorﬂ.

Senator Belarius brought Dawn [Tlower quick]g and she channeled the energy of the Li}cc
World to heal many of the fallen and wounded — the consul had been bac”y irjured. Caglx

Critical hit for 24 points of damage.

Color Spray

We received +2 to hit and damage, so he is a 5-11" level Bard.
15 hit points of damage

For 6 points of damage.

Another critical hit for 30 points of damage.

For two more points of damage.

(o BEN e NV, NSNS I 9



traveled with the consul to a safe room, while the rest of us were escorted to the interrogation

chamber bg a Constab]e Munch and his Partner Constab]e Cassidag.

We were Planm’ng to see what the ]nspec’cor GCneral and ]nquisitor Falin had discovered from
the first assassin. However, when we arrived there we found out that lnsPec’cor Falir\ was dead -
his throat had been slit. Therc were no other signs of violence so it is unlikelg the ]nsPector put
up a struggle. [~ ither he was taken unawares or he did not feel threatened }35 his attacker.

We found another bodg in the closest, but it had been bac”y burned 133 acid so it was not

identifiable. Thcre was no sign of either the assassin or the lnsPector Gencral.

(Constable Munch checked the the local Precinct house files to see if there was any information
on the first assassin. To my surPrise, there was. Thc assassin was (is?) a noted trouble maker
named Oswald. Based upon this imcormation, Constable Munch led our group to Oswalcl's

home.

His home was actua”g that of a little old Iaclg named | ee, who reads fortunes for a living and is
the mother of Oswald. Whilc Oswa]d was not there, his brother f’jarvey was. ]t turns out that
}"larveg had been arrested for witchcraft about 2 months ago. Oswald told Lec that he would
take care of it" and éisappeared about a month later. A few c!aqs later r‘]arveq was released

with a full pardon from ]nspector General Antonius Mon’canos.

Natura”g, we investigated the ]nspcc’cor General’s house next. There were a couplc of guards
tl—lere, but we managec] to talk our way into the house. There was evidence that the house had
recent]y been abandoned. We found 5 lead lined ches‘cs, with a faint magjic aura inside them.
APParentlg the ]nsPector Gencra! had been hic{ing magic items.

WC went to the nearest stables and found that the lnspector Gencral had givcn the stable hand
a bottle of licluor in order to let him (the ]nsPector Gencra]) clean the stables. The ]nsPector
General then aPParentlg stole the whole load of the manure from the stables. ] have no idea whg

he would do this, but we were able to follow his trail to a locked sewer gate.

We were unable to get through the gate, so went to Constable Cassiday‘s house to get the

kegs to the grate, onlg to find that his house had been burnt to the grouncl‘ No sign of the kegs
or (onstable Cassidag could be found.

Constable Munch says it will take a clay or two to get a bac‘(up keg, so it looks like the
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]nsPector C]eneral will get away.

Clcarlg there was a conspiracg to assassinate the (Consul, however the motivations and who

was rea”g involved are murky. | see several Possibilities:

Possibility 1 -

T%is wasjust an internal ]mpcrial po!itica! maneuver. lnspector Gencral Antonius Montanos
was behind it all or was part of the faction behind it. T he sgmbo]s of Drachnar were simply
meant as a diversion — the goa] was to discredit the agency. Bg assassinating the (Consul and
b]aming it upon the TcmPle of Drachnar, the agency could be blamed for Failing to rea”y deal
with the Problcm in Cast]e \/a”eg. | lean towards this expianation.

Possibility 2 —

Supporters of Drachnar rea”g were behind it and the ]nspec’cor Genera] worked for them. ]
don't find this that credible. T he Castle ‘\/a”eg Problem didn't seem to show a vast organization,
but merelg an old temP]e. Also, the Templc of Dracl'mar should have access to magical

resources, but no such were used in the assassination attempt.

Note: |n either case, it is Possible that it miglﬂt not have been Antonius Montanos at all. T here
are spe”s that can be used to c]isguise People and there are legends of creatures that will kill
People and take over theiridentities.

[t also Possib]e that someone else was behind it. | begin to feel that the meteor showers
themselves were not accidental. Theg could be an attempt to destabilize the emPire, in order to

open it to invasion. Fossib]e instigators of the meteor shower:

- Hsifan Khanate - Theg are cfmcinitclg enemies of the empire, but | don't know what
magica] resources are available to them.

~ Temple of Drachnar - ]nsuﬁcicien’c data. They seem more like catspaws than angthing
else.

- An ]mperial faction — Madness if this is the case. Still, many in the Empire seem insane
to me.

~ Fower(s) from begor\c{ this world - Far‘Fetchec{, but the meteors themselves are
farfetched.

This and my other game recaps may be found at www.launchpadzero.net.
Revised on 03/27/11 to adjust dates as Flower Moon was switched to 30 days.
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